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Principal’s Message

December is upon us. Report cards and junior high marks were released through
the PowerSchool Parent Portal on November 26, 2021. We encourage all parents,
if you haven’t already, to log in and see how your child is progressing in school.

The weather so far in November has been quite mild but we are expecting that this
trend may not continue. Please ensure that students are dressed properly for the
conditions. Warm jackets, scarves, toques and gloves are all necessities. Snow
pants are highly recommended. We want to ensure that if a bus breaks down during the morning or
after school ride that students will be comfortable until help arrives.

We would like to thank our students and staff for participating in Hat Days. All the food donations and
money have gone to the Fort Saskatchewan Food Bank to support their Christmas Hamper Campaign.
We appreciate everyone’s support in helping our community.

Our next School Council and Fundraising Association meeting will take place virtually on Wednesday,
December 15 at 4:30 pm. A meeting reminder and code will be sent out via SchoolMessenger closer to
the date. We welcome all parents and hope you will consider joining us.

We are hoping that everyone will enjoy the holiday break this year. The last day of school for students is
December 21 and we return on January 5. We hope the break will provide you with the opportunity to
enjoy the holiday season with family and friends.

Carol Brown, Principal
Jay Robertson, Assistant Principal

Fee Waiver Application Deadline

If circumstances exist where you’re unable to pay school or transportation fees, you can apply to have
fees waived by submitting an Application for a Waiver of Fees. The application deadline is Dec. 15, 2021.
If you're new to the Division, the deadline is the latter of Dec. 15, 2021, or 45 days after registration.

To access your fee information, simply log in to the PowerSchool Parent Portal and go to “Student Fees.”
There you can view your fees and pay them online using Visa or MasterCard. All fees are due within 30
days of being posted.

Don’t forget to also log in to the PowerSchool Parent Portal regularly throughout the year. Fees are
often added to your child’s account to cover the cost of various school activities such as field trips, class
projects, extracurricular activities and more.

For more information about school fees, waivers and payment deadlines, visit www.eips.ca/schools/fees
and www.southpointeschool.ca/about/fees. Alternatively, contact Joanne Warwa, Business Manager at
SouthPointe School at 780-998-2747.

Learning Disruption Funding for Grades 2-3
At the end of last school year, the Government of Alberta announced 2021-22 funding for school
divisions to help address learning disruptions for grades 1 to 3 students caused by the pandemic. Elk
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https://www.eips.ca/download/296978
https://powerschool.eips.ca/public/home.html
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Island Public Schools (EIPS) has received $791,840 in learning disruption funding to support students in
grades 2 and 3, a portion of which has been allocated to SouthPointe School.

The funding will provide targeted programming for specific students identified as

requiring additional support in literacy and numeracy. At SouthPointe School, grades  * ) % o
.. . . e f o
2 and 3 students participated in the Star Reading Assessment and the Numeracy
Assessment Screener earlier this year to assess students’ literacy and numeracy Mo
levels. Those below the 25% percentile were identified as needing additional
L

supports and eligible for funding. The Government of Alberta learning disruption
funding received—at a per-student funding rate of $490—will support targeted
intervention programming for these students.

If your child was identified as needing additional supports, you’ll receive more information directly from
the school. Intervention programming for identified students will begin mid-December.

If you have questions about the intervention programming, contact the school office at 780-998-2747.

Junior High Candy Grams .
Send a holiday message to your friends! Each Candy Gram costs $0.25 and will be sold during %
breaks and lunch on Dec 13 & 14 in the foyer. Proceeds from Candy Gram sales will support the Z
Fort Saskatchewan Food Bank's purchase of gifts for kids this holiday season. Candy grams will "4
be handed out by the Leadership 8 elves on Dec 21. g

OF

FT SASKATCHEWAN
Do you know what KidSport™ Fort Saskatchewan is all about?

KidSport™ Fort Saskatchewan is a charitable organization that provides support to children to remove
the financial barriers that prevent them from playing organized sport. We do this by providing financial
assistance to cover registration fees for kids up to the age of 18, and strategically partnering with Sports
Central in Edmonton to provide access to equipment. Our volunteers use a confidential application
process to provide grants to families in our community. Upon registering their child in a season of sport
of their choice, parents or guardians complete an online or paper application for KidSport funding.
These applications must be supported by proof of need - typically, a CRA Notice of Assessment, Canada
Child Benefit statement, Alberta Health Benefit Card or 3 consecutive pay stubs for each adult in the
home. Visit our website at https://kidsportcanada.ca/alberta/fort-saskatchewan/ or email us at
fortsask@kidsport.ab.ca for more information.

What is truly remarkable is that public awareness of KidSport™ programming is primarily spread
through word of mouth. If your family or someone you know could benefit from KidSport™ support,


https://kidsport.ca/fortsaskatchewan/
mailto:fortsask@kidsport.ab.ca
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please visit our website at https://kidsportcanada.ca/alberta/fort-saskatchewan/ or email us at
fortsask@kidsport.ab.ca for more information.
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. r———fa"_’J Career Pathways is designed to develop skills that students can apply in their daily lives when

% preparing for entry into the workplace or for further learning opportunities. Competencies

% achieved will allow students to make relevant connections with work and/or post-secondary
I

training.

I EIPS Career Pathways
[WHI

Each month Career Pathways distributes relevant planning material, presentation sessions, occupational
spotlights, and other helpful information meant to support students and families.

Literacy at Home

Literacy at Home:
A Focus on Writing

Writing is one of the ways children can express their

creativity and thinking. It also supports them in N :_,\j; ﬁﬁt I :"

i

becoming better readers. According to author, educator,
and literacy expert Pam Allyn, "writing helps to cultivate
emotional growth, develop critical thinking skills, and
improve school performance” (Tartakovsky, 2011).

A study by Graham & Heckbert (2010) showed the 50, what can you do at home?
following: Here are some ideas:

e Write lists

Writing about a text deepens understanding. This o Grocery list
[ can include: writing personal reactions or analysis, o Christmas list
writing a summary, taking notes, and creating or ¢ Write how-to paragraphs
answering questions in writing o How to build a snowman
o How to decorate a Christmas tree
° ... o How to make pancakes

e Write letters or cards to family and friends % _
e Write a review of a book, movie, game, or ©_
restaurant

Explicit instruction about writing, using text
structure, sentence construction, and spelling
patterns helps students improve reading

comprehension, fluency, and word reading ¢ Write a story with a problem and a solution
¢ \Write about reading
Increasing how often students write improves their SHtri Ay i ' ' ’
reading comprehension o Reactiontoap ot‘ point ' =
o Personal connection \\

Source; International Literacy Association

Returning Student Registration for 2022-23

Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) will once again conduct an online returning student registration process to confirm
student registrations for the 2022-23 school year. Families of all current students—with the exception of
graduating Grade 12 students—must complete the process to confirm the school their child plans to attend in the
2022-23 school year or advise the Division of their plans not to return to EIPS. Additionally, students who want to
attend a non-designated school need to make that request through the returning student registration process—
acceptance is based on available space. The 2022-23 returning student registration takes place Feb. 1-28, 2022.
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Access to the Returning Student Registration Form is provided through the PowerSchool Parent Portal. If you
don’t have a PowerSchool Parent Portal account, you need to set one up before Feb. 1, 2022.
Create a PowerSchool Parent Portal account

For more information, contact the school office at 780-998-2747.

Fundraising Association and School Council Update
NEXT VIRTUAL MEETING:
e December 15,2021 at 4:30 pm
e All parents are welcome to join our meetings each month! Keep up to date on what’s happening
in your child(ren)’s school!
o Please check your email next week for the invitation link to join the meeting

HOT LUNCH:

e December’s Hot Lunch will be Boston Pizza on December 17 (Kinder B class will be on December
16). If you haven’t placed an order for your child and would like to, please make sure to have
your order submitted online by December 10.

e There are larger sized portions at the bottom of the menus for Boston Pizza.

e MARK YOUR CALENDARS! (all can be ordered now!) — Freson Bros for January 28 (January 26
for Kinder A classes) and Boston Pizza for February 25 (February 24 for Kinder B class).

e If you have any questions or concerns or are interested in helping out with our
hot lunch program, please reach out to Laelia at president.fass@gmail.com. ;'\\

e FROM 2020/2021 HOT LUNCH: Credits have been applied to accounts for those @ N

- )
that hadn’t recovered their refunds from the previous year. If you have any @,\'_@
guestions or concerns regarding this, please feel free to contact Laelia at M
president.fass@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEERS:

We will be looking for lots of volunteers this year! Please let us know if you are able to help us out! We
will be looking for volunteers for a variety of positions and fundraisers.

e Committee Heads and members (Hot Lunch program, Bottle Drives, Fundraisers, etc.)

e Marketing Coordinator

e Volunteer Coordinator
Email Laelia at president.fass@gmail.com for more information

MEMBERSHIPS:
Become a member of the Fundraising Association! Have a say! Let your voice be heard!
e Membership forms can be found here or you can email Danielle at secretary.fass@gmail.com for
more information.

FUNDRAISERS:
STAWNICHY’S FUNDRAISER!! — Thank you to everyone who placed orders!
e Orders MUST be picked up on December 10 as we do not have freezers to store orders in.
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COBS (Fort Sask location)
e Just mention Southpointe School when you are making a purchase
e Cobs gives back 5% of what you spend!

FLIPGIVE
e For online shopping (Old Navy, Indigo, Canadian Tire, Walmart, Home Depot, Starbucks and
more!)

e Just download the app, use the code K2TQ9X and start shopping!

Counsellor’s Corner

As we enter the holiday season it can bring a variety of both positive and difficult
emotional experiences for people. While my hope for everyone is that they experience
joy and can rejuvenate themselves, | also recognize for some the holiday season and
winter months can be especially difficult to support their positive mental health. The
Winter Mental Health Guide provides practical strategies and plans to help create space
in your life for practices that promote positive mental health and well-being. It contains suggestions for
meeting our social, physical, and mental wellness; tools to put our wellness plans into practice; and
suggestions on how to support others.

| would also like to share with you the Mental Health Supports for Parents, Guardians, and Families. This
resource contains phone numbers for helping hotlines as well as a variety of other online resources.

Finally, please check out Connect the Kids which explains a variety of resources offered in Fort
Saskatchewan. Of particular interest to some families will be the Youth and Family Support Workers
who are available to meet with parents/caregivers and their children and youth 6 - 18 years old. They
provide support, community resources, and referrals for: behavioral and emotional concerns, family
wellness, school and community engagement, and help advocating for their family's needs. Call 780-
992-0103 ext. 25 to speak with a Youth and Family Support Worker.

Here are some simple tips for being intentional about creating positive experiences this holiday
season:

1. Slow down. When you slow down the pace of life you can be present in the moment and enjoy
simple things you might otherwise miss. Slowing down can be the antidote to stress, anxiety, and
feelings of being overwhelmed.

2. Lessis more. Keep things simple.

3. Remember it is okay not to be busy! Don't get sucked into all your friend's social media posts
about the millions of activities they sign their families up for. Maybe you will simply walk around
the block looking at Christmas lights and then come home and enjoy a warm drink and Hallmark
movie @

4. Experience gratitude. Sometimes searching for successes and positive experiences can take a lot
of effort but trust me it is worth it. Try taking a chance on yourself and finding at least one thing
each day you are grateful for. Jot them down as a visual reminder.

Wishing you all the best this December


http://www.southpointeschool.ca/download/374992
http://www.southpointeschool.ca/download/374996
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Christmas Break

SouthPointe School will close for the Christmas break at the end of the day on Tuesday, Dec. 21, 2021.
The school will reopen on Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2022. During this time, if you have any school-related
questions or concerns, contact Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) Central Services at 780-464-3477.

EIPS Central Services Christmas Break Hours

Open December 22 and 23; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. % 1
Closed Dec. 23, 2021 to Jan. 3, 2022 ?7 éz a//
Open January 4; 8a.m.to 4 p.m. C 5 ﬁ _}_ﬁ’@’f

*for location and contact information visit www.eips.ca.

From everyone at Elk Island Public Schools, we wish all of you a happy holiday season and a wonderful
New Year.

UPCOMING DATES
December 13 & 14 Candy Gram sales

December 15 School Council & Fundraising Society virtual meeting - 4:30 pm
December 17 Hat Day - bring a cash/foodbank donation to wear a hat for the day
December 21 Last Instructional Day before Christmas Break

Wear your PJ)’s & Holiday Hats!
Candy Grams delivered

Dec22-Jan 4 NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break
Dec24-Jan 3 Central Services closed
January 5 First Instructional Day after Christmas Break

Early Dismissal (end of the day 1:51 pm)
January 31 NO SCHOOL - Professional Learning Day
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