November 2023 - inkopiwipisim A"dAAAr*

Upcoming Events and Important Dates

Welcome to Frost Moon, in the Cree 13 moon calendar - ihkopiwipisim A'"dAAAr*

Changes in EIPS First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Team

EIPS schools are welcoming Matthew Spencer, the newest member of the First Nations,
Métis and Inuit Education team. Matthew is a proud Nakoda from Carry the Kettle, Treaty 4
territory. He brings much experience and expertise to the Division. We’re excited for Matthew
to meet everyone and become an important part of our EIPS family.

Events Around Town
These events are not EIPS directed. We are sharing events that are happening around us this
Christmas season in the greater Edmonton area.

December 2 — Skydancer's All Indigenous Christmas Market in Stony Plain
December 2 — Make a Turtle Pin in Sherwood Park, at the museum

December 9 — Artisan Holiday Market in Sherwood Park

December 16 — miyitowin F'*DA->  Exchange of gifts in Edmonton

December 26 — Indigineous Campfire Conversations with host Beaver Hills Biosphere

Upcoming Days of Significance

There are many important dates of significance in the coming weeks, and EIPS is planning
many engaging learning experiences for staff and students across the Division. Please mark
your calendars now, so you don’t miss out on these very special events.

Family Gathering | January 10

The EIPS First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education team is thrilled to invite you all to our
Indigenous Education family gathering on Wednesday, January 10 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
It will be a Métis Kitchen Party! Glen Allan Elementary, located at 106 Georgian Way in
Sherwood Park, has generously offered their gym space for our gathering. Please join us for a
meal to begin the evening and then spend time together listening to Métis fiddle champions
Alex Kusturok and Brianna Lizotte as well as learning some basic Métis dance steps. It will
be a wonderful family dance party to lighten up the long winter evenings! To help with our
planning and guarantee there'll be enough food for everyone in attendance, a RSVP form will
be sent to families in the near future.

You may have seen our two special guests on the news when they were part of the
Indigenous delegation to travel to Rome to meet with the Pope. Alex and Brianne brought the
beauty, strength and resilience of their Métis culture by playing their fiddles in the Vatican.
Watch the video

You can learn more about Alex Kusturok and Brianna Lizotte from their webpages.

Next week our Pow Wow Group is having a Potlatch to wrap up for the holiday season. All are
welcome at 6:00 pm.



https://m.facebook.com/skydancerindigenous/
https://www.google.com/search?q=sherwood+park+events&rlz=1C1GCEB_enCA1050CA1052&oq=sherwood+park+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqDAgBEAAYQxiABBiKBTIGCAAQRRg5MgwIARAAGEMYgAQYigUyDQgCEAAYgwEYsQMYgAQyCggDEAAYsQMYgAQyEAgEEC4YrwEYxwEYsQMYgAQyBggFEEUYPDIGCAYQRRg9MgYIBxBFGDyoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ibp=htl;events&rciv=evn&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwiI1e2I9NqCAxV2MTQIHehgC6gQ5rwDKAJ6BAhYEA4#htivrt=events&fpstate=tldetail&htichips=date:next_month&htischips=&htidocid=L2F1dGhvcml0eS9ob3Jpem9uL2NsdXN0ZXJlZF9ldmVudC8yMDIzLTEyLTAyfDExNjI2MDc4NDk0OTM4MTQ2MDk0
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/artisan-holiday-market-tickets-747799898627
https://iamcollective.ca/event/miyitowin-%e1%92%a5%e1%94%a8%e1%91%90%e1%90%83%e1%90%a7%e1%90%a3-exchange-of-gifts-last-minute-shop-till-you-drop-event/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArduCprj4jGdJPW-ALcd3hZnuC7CruV4M5#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArduCprj4jGdJPW-ALcd3hZnuC7CruV4M5#/registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Cqd0AlD6KY
https://alexkusturok.com/
https://www.briannalizotte.ca/
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-Tuesday, May 28, 6:00-7:00pm -Turner Park Gazebo

Ribbon Workshop | January 30 and 31

The Ribbon Workshop is for secondary students—make your own Ribbon Skirt or Shirt. We'll
continue with our yearly tradition of sharing teachings from Elders and sewing ribbon skirts
with interested students. This year, we are adding men’s teachings and sewing ribbon shirts.
More information will be released as we get closer to the date.

January 4 is National Ribbon Skirt Day, but EIPS is on winter break at that time. Therefore,
we’ve planned our own EIPS divsionwide Ribbon Skirt/Ribbon Shirt Day on February 7.

Direct Student Support

Study Help for Métis students. Rupertsland Institute has secured access to Alberta
ExamBank for K-12 Métis students to test their understanding through online practice. Métis
students can sign up for the RECC Room to find the login for their MNA Region. Questions?
Contact education@rupertsland.org.

Is your child in Grade 12 and looking to move on to post-secondary education? There
are a variety of scholarships, bursaries and grants available to First Nations, Métis and Inuit
students to attend trade school, college or university. Talk to your child’s lead teacher for
more information or support in filling out applications.

Interested in learning more about how your school is engaging in truth-telling and the
reconciliation process? Connect with Danielle Booker, the First Nations, Métis and Inuit
Education Lead Teacher at the school.

Interested in learning more about EIPS divisionwide work in First Nations, Métis and
Inuit Education? Reach out to your school’s lead teacher, connect with the Division team at
victoria.vilaivan@eips.ca and read the Division’s blog.

SouthPointe School Community

SouthPointe School had a great celebration of Métis culture during Métis Week. Students in
Grades 3 and 4 learned how to do the traditional Broom dance and discussed traditional
foods looking at samples of plants and how water is foundational for the Food Tipi. They
discussed how living from the land required innovation and planning for First Nations, Métis
and Inuit cultures.

During this week we had school wide events like Rock Your Mocs, Socks and Crocs to
include all students and link to our Bully Awareness celebrating the uniqueness of all
students.

It was amazing to showcase my own beading and family heritage with a display in the library
and resources from Rupertsland Institute to guide students to build their foundational
knowledge.



https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/b-c-national-ribbon-skirt-day-1.6703757
https://rli.connectedcommunity.org/
mailto:education@rupertsland.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wMzm3dtf4atzOgGPFRb_xpkVCJMu7eHg8xZxz700sDg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:victoria.vilaivan@eips.ca
https://www.eips.ca/first-nations-metis-inuit/welcome




Students have started an Art Collective club that will be sharing different First Nations,
Métis and Inuit art and creating art to express our own unique ideas. Mrs. Booker, Ms.
Gauchier and Ms. Germaine will be sharing art and helping build this community. We
meet every Tuesday and Thursday PM recess and will be inviting the students to
smudge once a month. There will be an announcement to invite First Nations, Métis
and Inuit student to join even if not in the art club.

Resources of Interest

Curious about Indigenous-focused events and programs planned for our area?

- Visit Strathcona County’s Indigenous Connections page for information and upcoming
events.

- The City of Fort Saskatchewan has a Truth and Reconciliation initiatives page and an active
Indigenous Society of Fort Saskatchewan.

- Visit the Indigenous events page through eventbrite.

- The Edmonton Indigenous Relations Community Bulletin shares events and initiatives in the
Edmonton area.

Interested in learning more about the Cree 13 Moon calendar?
Cree Literacy Network has a printable 2024 calendar around the Cree th- and y-dialects. The
website is also full of excellent information and resources on Cree language and culture.

When the Trees Crackle with the Cold by Bernice Johnson-Laxdal and Miriam Korner is an
excellent book and activity pack that can be used by families to learn more about the 13
Moons.

The names of the 13 Moons can vary, depending on one’s teachings, dialect, place and
culture. For example, Métis scholar ElImer Ghostkeeper outlines the 13 Moons from his
teachings. You can read more in his book, Spirit Gifting: The Concept of Spiritual Exchange.

e | am a proud Métis mother and teacher at SouthPointe since September 2018. My
family heritage is from Northern Alberta on my mom’s side and on my father’s side
Golden Lakes Algonquin Nation and root Métis ancestors in the Ontario Ottawa Valley
area, Region 6.

e Please reach out to me and introduce yourself via email and let me know a time we
can connect for a phone call. If your child is interested in support at school.

Warm regards,
Danielle Booker



https://www.strathcona.ca/community-families/community-programs/indigenous-connections/
https://www.fortsask.ca/en/your-city-hall/truth-reconciliation.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/groups/436402538087000/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/canada--edmonton/indigenous/
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/indigenous-relations-office
https://creeliteracy.org/
https://creeliteracy.org/2023/09/24/2024-calendar-solomon-ratt-y-and-th-dialects/
https://saskliteracy.ca/crackle/#:~:text=When%20the%20Trees%20Crackle%20with,Cold%3A%20A%20Cree%20Calendar%E2%80%9D!
https://www.writingonstone.ca/spiritgiftingglossary.pdf

Grade 2 and First Nation, Métis and Inuit Lead Teacher
danielle.booker@eips.ca
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