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Principal’s Message

Thank you to all our families that could join us for the Elementary Winter concert on Wednesday. It
was wonderful to see the students do such a great job. They were so excited and proud to share all
their talents with everyone.

A big thank you to Mrs. Basaraba for all her hard work organizing the concert, working with the
students, and directing such a wonderful program. | would also like to thank the staff for all their
work helping to make the concert a reality. People helped set up and tear down the gym, helped with
the sound, decorated, and practiced and rehearsed with their classes.

We have several themes days organized for next week, please look at what is planned below. We
encourage all students to participate and show their festive spirit.

Carol Brown, f \
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Holiday Hours

Christmas Break

SouthPointe School will close for the Christmas break at the end of the day on Friday, December 22,
2023. The school will reopen on Monday, January 8, 2024. During this time, if you have any school-
related questions or concerns, contact Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) Central Services at 780-464-
3477.

EIPS Central Services

Closed December 25, 2023 - January 1, 2024

Open January 2, 2024 8:00 — 4:00pm *for location and contact information visit
www.eips.ca.

From everyone at Elk Island Public Schools, we wish all of you a happy holiday season and a
wonderful New Year.

COMING UP

Monday, January 8 Classes Resume

Fundraising Association Update

The FASS and Parent council would like to give a big shoutout to the following, for their generous
donations:

Freson Brothers - all 25 Gingerbread houses for the classrooms for the decorating contest,

Co-op - $50 gift card for Gingerbread house decorations,

Costco Sherwood Park - $100 for Gingerbread house decorations,

Dairy Queen - all the Dilly Bars for the winners,

Mayor of Fort Saskatchewan — Gale Katchur — 3 $25 Gift cards for the 3 winning teachers.

The students had a fun time decorating last week, and the winning classrooms are thrilled to have
their Ice Cream Party on December 15!

The winning classrooms are:

Division 1 — Mrs. Henderson’s Kindergarten
Division 2 — Mr. Epp’s Grade 5

Division 3 — Mr. Nyznyk’s Grade 7-1


http://www.stpaulcalhan.org/december-2016/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

HOT LUNCH
January’s Hot Lunch —to be determined

Hot Lunches Online ordering and payment processing for schools

**Please remember if your child is away on their hot lunch day, plan to either pick it up from the school office
or donate it. Unfortunately, if we are not aware, the lunch will be donated to another person, refunds will not
be given. We ask that you please contact the school if your child is away.

Should you have any comments, suggestions, or questions you can reach out via email at
spschoolhotlunchadmin@gmail.com.

** BEAR TRACKS**

There are people who have ordered Bear Tracks that have not yet picked it up. Please text 403-612-9580 or
email president.fass@gmail.com to arrange a time.

We also have extra for anyone who is looking for some. $30 per pail.

FASS Secretary

We are looking for a volunteer to join the FASS team! If interested, please contact Laelia
@president.fass@gmail.com. This is a great way to get involved with the school.


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspschool.hotlunches.net%2Fadmin%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdallys.boychuk%40eips.ca%7C0cf79e1e2b4f4d39c5bf08dbba1774c4%7C9e47afea5e5740c38443f2df4a2f4b3f%7C0%7C0%7C638308382129820658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SjRuokhvaMpFqVldY%2FoXCYU%2F5TBb%2BlK%2BJ18WZ4khXps%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fspschool.hotlunches.net%2Fadmin%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdallys.boychuk%40eips.ca%7C0cf79e1e2b4f4d39c5bf08dbba1774c4%7C9e47afea5e5740c38443f2df4a2f4b3f%7C0%7C0%7C638308382129820658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SjRuokhvaMpFqVldY%2FoXCYU%2F5TBb%2BlK%2BJ18WZ4khXps%3D&reserved=0
mailto:spschoolhotlunchadmin@gmail.com
mailto:president.fass@gmail.com
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Division High School Information Session

To help grades 8 and 9 families make an informed decision about senior high, EIPS is
hosting a Division high school information night. The session provides information about
senior high courses, instruction, programming and extracurricular opportunities
throughout the Division, as well as details about diploma requirements and various career
path options.

Monday, January 15 6-7:30 p.m.
The Park Church, 1 Brower Dr., Sherwood Park

High School Open Houses and Alternative Programs
https://www.eips.ca/registration/senior-high

Barclay Spady, M.Ed.
Principal

D) /
Next Step Outreach
next TEP P 780.464.1899 | C 780.984.3970

EDUCATION REVOLVING AROUND You | Twitter @eipsnextstep | Instagram @eipsnextstep



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eips.ca%2Fregistration%2Fsenior-high&data=05%7C02%7CDallys.Boychuk%40eips.ca%7C2e5bfe0ffb234241f7f108dbfb240f29%7C9e47afea5e5740c38443f2df4a2f4b3f%7C0%7C0%7C638379904513563461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WPGt%2FQsdraqqn%2Bp1%2FGLR4l5QemofmcTxv0aREkL0rbE%3D&reserved=0

Inclement Weather

appropriately for the weather when getting ready for school or the bus. The weather often
changes unexpectedly throughout the day, so please select suitable outerwear and ensure
logc your child is prepared for changing conditions.

If inclement weather conditions occur, Elk Island Public Schools (EIPS) advises families of any bus
cancellations using various communications tools—automated-telephone messages, alerts posted on
www.eips.ca and school websites, Twitter, Facebook, local radio stations, and notification through
both the Bus Status and the Ride 360 apps. Morning bus cancellations are posted on www.eips.ca by
6:30 a.m.

1 With the winter season almost here, we want to remind families to dress children

Decisions regarding bus cancellations are guided by EIPS administrative procedures that state,
“school bus service may be suspended...when there is a forecast or current temperature of -40 C,
including wind chill factor, in one or more regions.” Other reasons for suspending or delaying school
bus services include adverse weather and poor road conditions. When school bus services are
suspended, schools remain open to students. EIPS believes families have the right and responsibility
to make choices for their children based on their beliefs and perceptions of safety during times of
inclement weather.

For more information, contact EIPS Student Transportation at 780-417-8151.

et £ 2N

Kindergarten Winter Concert

The Kindergarten Winter Concert will be held in the Library (Learning Commons), as a separate
concert from the rest of SouthPointe School. Please enter through the front office, seating will begin
at 12:45.

Ms. Salkeld’s class — Thursday, December 21 at 1:00pm
Mrs. Henderson'’s class — Friday, December 22 at 1:00pm


http://www.eips.ca/
http://www.eips.ca/
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Share Your Thoughts on Budget Planning for 2024-25

Alberta Education allocates funds to school boards to fulfill their delegated responsibilities of
providing education programs for students in kindergarten to Grade 12. As part of Elk Island Public
Schools’ (EIPS) commitment to stakeholder engagement and to continue allocating resources
according to local priorities, the Division conducts an annual budget planning survey to seek input
from staff, families, Grade 12 students and community partners.

The survey is voluntary, anonymous and takes about five to 10 minutes to complete. The survey
guestions suggest possible budget areas for EIPS to focus its resources, which align with the Division’s
current Four-Year Education Plan. If you believe there are other areas where the Division should
concentrate its resources, you can also indicate what these are. EIPS will consider all budget planning
input to guide future decision-making.

COMPLETE THE SURVEY NOW

Survey closes December 20, 2023

Grade 12 students will complete the survey at school.

Thank you for sharing your input to help inform Division planning.


https://www.eips.ca/trustees/four-year-education-plan
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5TLDW82

Families First Society

FORT SASKATCHEWAN

[WEET

Today we engage and explore together

IN - PERSON

>>>>> DROP IN Saturday Mornings

Fort Saskatchewan

Drop in with your children to . . o
this FREE play program filled Families First Building
with activities, songs, snacks 9901 90 Street

and more. All are welcome, with

activities geared for children
aged 0 to 6 years. 9:30 am to 11:30 am

© January 20
Learn more about

how to help your
children thrive © March 9 and 23

© February 10

Program of the Fort Saskatchewan ‘A( Provincial Family
and Sturgeon Region Family Resource Network b@l’bﬁ. Resource Networks
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FORT SASKATCHEWAN

\_\/ . DIFF MONDAYS - GIBBONS
Cardiff Community Hall Gibbons Cultural Centre
55320 RR 251 Sturgeon County 5115 51 Street

9:30 to 11:00 am 9:00 to 10:30 am
January 15, 22, 29 January 15, 22, 29
February 5, 12, 26 February 5, 12, 26
March 4, 11, 18 March 4, 11, 18
No program No program
WINTER SCHEDULE 2024 February 19 February 19

IN-PERSON

TUESDAYS - REDWATER WEDNESDAYS - LEGAL

Pembina Place Citadel Centre
D RO P = I N 4944 53 Street 4812 51 Avenue
9:30 to 11:30 am 9:30 to 11:30 am
January 16, 23, 30 January 17, 24, 31
February 6, 13, 20, 27 February 7, 14, 21, 28
March 5, 12, 19 March 6, 13, 20
]oin us for sonqs, rl\ mes,
s+orie,s am{ Jrime Jro F|ajl
WEDNESDAYS THURSDAYS
. ; FORT SASKATCHEWAN N 0
Drop-in to this FREE, o - BONAECORD
facilitated program for Families First Building Town Office Basement
caregivers and their 9901 90 Street 5025 50 Avenue
children aged O to 6 years.
9:30 to 11:30 am 9:30 to 11:30 am
January 17, 24, 31 January 18, 25
Provincial Family February 7, 14, 21, 28 February 1, 15, 22, 29
bml Resource Networks March 6, 13, 20 March 7, 14, 21
Program of the Fort Saskatchewan No program
and Sturgeon Region February 8

Family Resource Network



Families First Society

FORT SASKATCHEWAN

Open doors to an evening of
family fun, nutritious snack and a
bedtime story.

Activities will be geared for
children aged 0 to 6 years with
the invitation open for all to play.

Come spend some special
time together as a family!
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Join us in the following communities:
JANUARY:

¢ Thursday, January 18- Morinville Community Cultural Centre
¢ Monday, January 22- Legal Citadel Centre
¢ Tuesday, January 30- Gibbons Cultural Centre

FEBRUARY:

¢ Wednesday, February 7- Redwater Pembina Place
¢ Wednesday, February 14- Bon Accord- Arena
¢ Thursday, February 22 - Morinville Community Cultural Centre
¢ Monday, February 26- Legal Citadel Centre
MARCH:

e Tuesday, March 5- Gibbons Cultural Centre
¢ Wednesday March 13- Redwater Pembina Place
¢ Wednesday, March 20- Bon Accord- Arena

Time 5:30 to 7:00pm

For More Information :

780-998-5595 ext. 221

www.familiesfirstsociety.ca

Program of the Fort Saskatchewan Provincial Family
and Sturgeon Region Family Resource Network b&t’bﬁ\] Resource Networks



Addiction & Mental Health News December 2023
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MORE RESOURCES

Winter Blues and SAD

Parent Information Series | AHS

Mindfulness for Kids

0 X P Health Link m¥m Aiverta Health

MyHealthAlbertaca Health Advice 24/7 5
e Mental Health Help Line e B Services
1.877-303-2642



Kindergarten Registration Starts Soon!

Is your child turning five on or before Dec. 31, 20247 If so, it’s almost time to
register for kindergarten.

Kindergarten registration opens for the 2024-25 school year on Feb. 1, 2024.

To help families prepare, Elk Island Public Schools has put together an online EIPS
Kindergarten Tool kit to make the transition as smooth as possible. The kit
includes information on registration, important dates, programming options, what
to expect, eligibility, how to find your designated school, transportation and

more.

Returning Student Registration: 2024-25

Mark your calendars! Returning student registration for the
2024-25 school year will take place Feb. 8-21, 2024.

Families of all current students—with the exception of
graduating Grade 12 students—must complete the process
to confirm the school their child plans to attend in the 2024-
25 school year or advise the Division of their plans not to
return to EIPS. Additionally, students who want to attend a
non-designated school need to make that request through
the returning student registration process—acceptance is
based on available space. Watch for more details in the new
year.



http://www.eips.ca/kindergarten
http://www.eips.ca/kindergarten




